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her deportment, yet he might be well assured that she was with child*
But being a just man^ as the scripture calls him, and consequently pos-
sessed of all virtues, especially of charity and mildness towards his
neighbour, he was determined to leave her privately, without either con-
demning or accusing her, committing the whole cause to God. These,
his perfect dispositions, were so acceptable to God, the lover of justice,
charity, and peace, that before he put his design into execution he sent
an angel from heaven, not to reprehend anything in his holy conduct,
but to dissipate all his doubts and fears, by revealing to him this adorable
mystery.

In the next place we may admire in secret contemplation with what
devotion, respect, and tenderness he beheld and adored the first of all
men, the new-born Saviour of the world, and with what fidelity he
acquitted himself of his double charge, the education of Jesus and the
guardianship of his blessed mother. " He was truly the faithful and
prudent servant," says St Bernard,1 " whom our Lord appointed the
master of his household, the comfort and support of his mother, his foster-
father, and most faithful co-operator in the execution of his deepest
counsels on earth." " What a happiness," says the same Father, " not
only to see Jesus Christ, but also to hear him: to carry him in his arms,
to lead him from place to place, to embrace and caress him, to feed him,
and to be privy to all the great secrets which were concealed from the
princes of this world! "

Amidst these extraordinary graces, what more wonderful than his
humility! He conceals his privileges, lives as the most obscure of men,
publishes nothing of God's great mysteries, makes no further inquiries
into them, leaving it to God to manifest them at his own time, seeks to
fulfil the order of providence in his regard without interfering with- any-
thing but what concerns himself. Though descended from the royal
family which had long been in the possession of the throne of Judea,
he is content with his condition, that of a mechanic or handicraftsman,2
and makes it his business, by labouring in it, to maintain himself, his
spouse, and the divine Child.

We should be ungrateful to this great saint if we did not remember
that it is to him, as the instrument under God, that we are indebted for
the preservation of the infant Jesus from Herod's jealousy and malice,
manifested in the slaughter of the Innocents, An angel appearing to
him in his sleep bade him arise, take the child Jesus, and fly with him
into Egypt, and remain there till he should again have notice from him

1  Horn. ii. super missus est, n. 16, p. 742.

2  This appears from Mat. xiii. 55.   St Justin (Dial. n. 89, ed. Ben. p. 186), St Ambrose
gn Luc. p. 3) and Theodoret (b. iii. Hist. c. j8) say be worked in wood, as a carpenter.   St Hilary
(m Mat. c. 14, p. 17) and St Peter Cbrysologus (Serm. 48) say he wrought in iron as a smith;
grobably he wrought both in iron and in wood;  which opinion St Justin favours, by saying:

* He and Jesus made ploughs and yokes for oxen."